
Date

Parent name

Address

Dear Parent:

School attendance records indicate that your child has missed ______ days of school this semester.  Attendance has not improved since a notification was mailed to you about previous attendance concerns. The Prosecutor’s Office and Department of Human Services is being notified of your lack of progress with improving your child’s school attendance.  If you are receiving benefits from the Michigan Department of Human Services, a new policy requires all children ages 6 - 17 to attend school full time to continue to receive financial assistance.
When your child is truant, you could end up in court with serious consequences. The school law reads:
Under Section 380.1561 of the Michigan Compulsory School Attendance Code, .....every parent/guardian, or other person in this state having control and charge of a child …….. shall send that child to the public schools during the entire school year.  
· A child who turned age 11 before December 1, 2009, or who entered grade 6 before 2009, shall be in attendance at school from age 6 to age 16.

· A child who turns age 11 on or after December 1, 2009, or who was age 11 before that date and enters grade 6 in 2009 or later, shall be in attendance at school from age 6 to age 18.  

Under Section 380.1599,  "A parent or other person in parental relation who fails to comply with this part is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than $5.00 nor more than $50.00, or imprisonment for not less than 2 nor more than 90 days, or both."
A meeting has been scheduled to discuss your child’s attendance on 
(date)
Time:


Location:   

Please call me at 

 if you must reschedule to another time.

I am obligated by state law to make every effort to improve the attendance of our students. To this end, the Muskegon County Prosecutor’s office has been notified and will be contacting you regarding your child’s lack of regular school attendance. A representative of the Family Resource Center, Department of Human Services and Mediation and Restorative Services may assist you as well in finding a solution.  Please accept and welcome the assistance of the Prosecutor’s office and other service agencies.
Your participation and commitment to helping your child achieve academically are of the utmost importance to your child’s future.  
Sincerely,

Principal
C:
Muskegon County Prosecutor’s Office


Muskegon County Dept. of Human Services


