The

e |
Start Collaborative of

Muskegon County

June 2009

Members

* ARC Muskegon Dads are Different Ways to Be a Better Dad

e (Catholic Charities of We
o Lharities o TSt from FatherSource

Michigan
e Child Abuse Council . .
+ Chnsians ot Research has shown thal children with nga0ed | 1 ime with Your Children How a ather
Vot S . More successful in school spends his time tells his children what's important to
S (Ot esarbiom fo oy url . him. If you always seem to busy for your children,
Muskegon County ¢ More literate with better verbal skills they will feel neglected no matter what you say.
o Community Mental Health ¢ Better problem solvers Treasuring children often means sacrificing other
* Department of Human ¢ More tolerant of others things, but it is essential to spend time with your
Services ¢ Able to handle frustration children. Kids grow up so quickly. Missed opportu-
e Early On Muskegon .-
« Fvery Woman’s Place/ , . nities are forever lost.
Webster House Why? Because Dad’s are different than Moms
e Fruitport Community Schools  @nd teach children different things. Dads teach | piscipline with Love All children need guidance
* The Gerber Foundation children that it is and discipline, not as punishment, but to set reason-
* Hackley Community Care safe to be curious S—— able limits. Remind your children of the conse-
. et of Muskeson , and take risks. & # quences of their actions and provide meaningful
G e Dads teach chil- rewards for desirable behavior. Fathers who disci-
o Holton Public Schools dren it’s okay to : ®X * pline in a calm and fair manner show love for their
o [ead Safe Coalition be Independent' ; children.
e Lights On After School Dads talk longer
O OIS, Liae, and ask more ' Be a Role Model Fathers are role models to their
. iﬁcy E‘;"Af P"‘“riie: questions to ids whether they realize it or not. A girl who
Ld (& ¢ Lounse. - - - -
i Py stretch a child’s communication skils. Dads spends time with a loving father grows up knowing
* Mona Shores Public Schools —ho thejr children form relationships with dif- | she g to be treated with tbv b d
e Montague Area Public Schools f d she deserves 1o e reated with respect by boys, an
O B o S erent genders. what to look for in a husband. Fathers can teach
e Muskegon Area Chamber of o sons what is important in life by demonstrating hon-
Commerce Dr. Kyle Pruett of Yale University found that | esty, humility and responsibility. "All the world's a
® Muskegon Area Intermediate “Biological studies of infants show that they stage..." and a father plays one of the most vital
School District H H "
' seek comfort from moms but crave interaction | (jes.
* Muskegon Community College yithy thejr dads. Mothers quickly reassure tod-
e Muskegon Community Health
Dl dlers when they become frustrated or fearful, Be a Teacher Too many fathers
e Muskegon Family Care whereas fathers encourage their toddlers to toler-| yink teaching is something others
e Muskegon Heights Public ate frustration a bit longer, helping them develop | 4o But a father who teaches his
Schools into adults with greater reserves of strength in children about right and wrong, and
o Musk Public School H P i . !
. N;;;g‘%:;m:d i;vecst(r)noe Zt dealing with e\'/eryday stress an_d frustration. encourages them to do their best, h _
Cotporation Further, Pruett's long-term studies show that will see his children make good
© WNfosith I relleggen Bl children who are actively involved with their choices. Involved fathers use every-
Schools fathers from birth through adolescence develop day examples to help their children learn the basic
e Oakridge Public Schools more emotional balance, stronger curiosity, and | |assons of life.
* Orchard View Schools greater self-assurance.”
e Parent Representatives of the Eat T th F i1 Shar'ng a meal together
Community . . a ogether as a Family |
T, Dads are different and very important for the (breakfast, lunch or dinner) can be an important part
e Public Health - Muskegon healthy development of all young children. En- | o¢ heajthy family life. In addition to providing some
County joy these early years with your children—they | ¢t icture in a busy day, it gives kids the chance to
* Ravenna Public Schools are the most formative years of their lives. talk about what they are doing and want to do. It is
e Reeths-Puffer Schools '
e Read Muskegon (Continued on page 2)
e Safe Kids West Michigan
e Three Oaks Public School
G SN “A /] children will enter kindergarten safe, healthy, and eager
e Whitehall District Schools

to succeed in school and in life.”







